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Fm the second year running we taok a team
from the UK to work alongside I'TL and OM
Portugal in an oureach w the thousands of
pilgrims wha visit the shrine ar Faima. bridge-
builder’s evangelist Dave Bennetr who helped
leadl the ream shares with s his experiences.

“T went with the team to Farima last summer

"1 felt that the
Lord was

and found it very hard, T only had four

conversations. This year [ went with a resolve to

telling me to
be bold”

be more effective. 1 made sure friends back home
were p 1 felt that the Lord was elling me:
1o b bold and just approach people. It twok

i

courage to get started but my tactic was to
simply ask, *Do you speak English?”. IF they did
not speak English [ would show them the Gospel

of John in Portuguese and offer it as a gife. Very
fiew refused literarture, IF they spoke English 1

Margaret was one of those wha came on the team to Fatima,
and she says:
“The whole experience of Fatima was a revelation to me -
it was like my eyes were opened ta the world. To see so
many people - thousands and thousands - gathered in
one place - and to witness so much confusian, sadness,
suffering, people bound by so many things, yet being
denied the truth of Jesus as their Saviour to set them free
But 1 saw God at work there, and saw and felt the
presence of the Holy Spirit and the power of prayer through the team.
There were na language barriers with God = with a smile, patience,
laughter - and pigeon everything! - 1 met and had conversations with
many peaple. The most moving was with gypsy children who had
nathing; little girls sent out to beg. They accepted brightly coloured
‘baoks telling of the life and resurrection of Jesus, written in Portuguese.
1laved Portugal and the people; I felt warmth for everyone | met, yet
it was still a very emotional time. 1 was definitely taken out of my
‘comfort zone’ at times, and had to rely on God to get me through.

Daniel and his family, the church in Cartaxo and being with Sue, Gill,
Graham and Dave and the rest of the team from Fortugal, Brazil and New
Zealand all enriched the experience for me. I felt 1 made friends and
learnt 50 much ~ the only word to sum it ll up s AMAZINGI 11

Margaret Kashaw

would explain thar part of my pilgrimage as
Christian s to read the Bible and ask if they read
the Bible. Very few Parcuguese people scem to
have read the Bible. Ofien the conversation
would range from small talk to discussing how ta
have a personal relationship with the Lord. The
result was that 1 had 24 good conversations
while in Farima.

Walking around the many stalls which sell
starues and sauvenirs | noriced that one man
had a Bible for sale. Manuel spoke English and T
asked if the Bible was # modern translation, He
explained it had only been published a vear ago,
“Is it good:” 1 asked, and he cxplained that he
read it regularly and found it casy 0
understand. | showed him my Bible and we
went on to chat abour having a personal
relarionship with the Lord. 1 showed him some
of my favourite pans of the Bible, | spoke w0
ons and we

him on & number of ace
o introduce him to the pastor of an
Church near Fatima.

In Fatima | found people who are
gion. Often they expressed their
Few seemed to have a personal
s did nor re

about their re

dissatisfactio

relationship with the Lord. M
the Bible, 1 found that much of the teaching was
not Bible based] and felt sad that so many peaple
seemed 10 be worshipping a statue of Mary,

1 talked with pilgrims who had walked over
200 kilometres. T sympachised with them about
their blistered feet. | expressed admiration for
their devorion. | wondered how many English
evangelicals would spend a week walking 0 2
place of warship!?

1 was sad to discover chat much of what was
belicved by these dear people was superstition
and the worship of Mary.

1 encouraged those I spoke with o read the
Bible starting with the Gaspel of John, Most
people were very friendly and very recepive as |
shared my faich in Christ’s sacrifice which was
enaugh w bring us  God.

1 spoke with 4 man who had walked 270
kilometres in 9 days. He accepred a copy of the
Gospel of John and promised to read it while in
Facima. 1 wen through the back pages of the
Gospel which explain the meaning of the cross.
He willingly translaced parts of this into English
for me.”

Dave Bennett







